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	DECORATION, FOOD, MUSIC 


	[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image4.jpg]





Every year, on 14th July, it’s the national holiday in France to commemorate the French revolution which started with the storming of the Bastille.

I – DECORATION :
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There are French flags on the front of important monuments : the prefectures, and the town halls… 

The French flag is blue, white and red.
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It’s important to know that red and blue are Paris’ colours and white is the king’s colour. The French flag is usually called “Le drapeau tricolore” (“The French tricolour”).
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During the parade, people may wear a cockade on their hats. It’s also blue, white and red. 

The Bastille column replaces the Bastille which was destroyed on 14th July 1789.

The French motto is written on monuments (such as the Bastille) and public buildings (schools) and sometimes churches (built before 1905, the separation of Church and government). 
The fireworks take place in every town in France and are more or less important according to the area of the town and the number of inhabitants. 

When the stars go shining, everywhere in France, you can see fireworks and a crowd of people.

II-MUSIC :
The national anthem “La Marseillaise”, by Rouget de l’Isle (1792) is sung during the parades. 
The Marseillaise was sung by the soldiers who went from Marseille to Paris in 1792.

Except for that, there isn’t special music for the national day.

But sometimes, in small villages, people may dance popular dances with the accordion.
La Marseillaise :     http://hymne-national.ifrance.com/
                                    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Marseillaise
Allons enfants de la Patrie
Le jour de gloire est arrivé
Contre nous de la tyrannie
L'étendard sanglant est levé {2x}
Entendez vous dans les campagnes
Mugir ces féroces soldats
Ils viennent jusque dans vos bras,
Egorger vos fils, vos compagnes

{Refrain:}
Aux armes citoyens ! Formez vos bataillons !
Marchons, marchons,
Qu'un sang impur abreuve nos sillons
III – FOOD :

There aren’t any customs about food but French love eating so they eat more and better than usually.

They join their families or friends to have a good time and to watch fireworks together.
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