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A.  From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 
 
Mounted Republican Guards escort the command vehicle of the President. 
Bastille Day Military Parade  (or 14 July Military Parade, translation of the French name of Défilé 
militaire du 14 juillet) is a French military parade held each year in Paris, in the morning of the 14 
July, since 1880. 
The parade passes down the Champs-Elysées from l’Arc de Triomphe to Place de la Concorde 
where the Président de la République, his government and foreign ambassadors in France stand. 
This is a popular event in France, broadcasted on French TV, and is the oldest and largest regular 
military parade in the world. Some years, guest foreign troops take part in the parade, or foreign 
statesmen attend it. 
Smaller military parades are held in other large French cities with local troops. 
 
 

B. Champs Élysées  http://www.infoplease.com 
 
Champs Élysées, avenue of Paris, France, leading from the Place de la Concorde to the Arc de 
Triomphe. It is celebrated for its tree-lined beauty, its commodious breadth, the elegance of its 
cafés, theatres, and shops, and the fountain display at its centre.  
Begun by Louis XIV and completed by Louis XV, it led through open country until the early 19th 
century. 
 
 
 
 

C.  Source :  Site Ministère des affaires étrangère s 
 
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/france_159/discovering-france_2005/france-from-to-z_1978/the-symbols-of-the-republic-
and-bastille-day_2002/the-14th-of-july-the-bastille-day_1501.html 
 

The 14th of July : Bastille day 

One of the revolutionary days in Paris, now a national holiday. Nowadays, July 14 (or "Bastille Day" as it is also known) is celebrated with a 
mixture of solemn military parades and easygoing dancing and fireworks. The storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789 has been 
commemorated in France for more than a century. 
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             The storming of the Bastille 
               
               The Bastille column on Place de la Bastille, Paris  � 

 
 

Paris was in a state of high agitation in the early months of the French revolution. In Spring 1789, the Estates-
General refused to dissolve, transforming itself instead into a constituent National Assembly. In July, King 
Louis XVI called in fresh troops and dismissed his popular Minister, Necker. On the morning of July 14, the people of 
Paris seized weapons from the armoury at the Invalides and then marched in the direction of an ancient Royal fortress, 
the Bastille. After a bloody round of firing, the crowd broke into the Bastille and released the handful of prisoners held 
there.  
The storming of the Bastille signalled the first victory of the people of Paris against a symbol of the Ancien Régime (old 
regime). Indeed, the edifice was razed to the ground in the months that followed.  
The Fête de la Fédération ("Feast of the Federations") held on July 14, 1790, celebrated with great pomp the first 
Anniversary of the insurrection. In Paris, Talleyrand said Mass at the Altar of the Fatherland, on the Champ de Mars.  
 
The national holiday 
 
The commemoration of July 14 was abandoned in subsequent years. Under the Third Republic, however, leaders 
(Gambetta especially) cast about for ways to celebrate the foundations of the regime. A Deputy for the Seine Department, 
Benjamin Raspail, moved that July 14 be named the national holiday of the Republic, and Parliament passed an act to 
that effect on July 6, 1880.  
From the outset, the emphasis was on the patriotic and military character of the event, expressing France’s recovery from 
the defeat of 1870. Every commune or locality in France holds its own celebration, starting with a torchlight parade on the 
evening of the 13th. The next morning, church bells or gun salutes announce the military parade, which is followed by a 
luncheon, spectacles and games, with dancing and fireworks to end the day.  
Coming after the austerity of the 1914-18 war, the 14th of July 1919 was the occasion of a great victory celebration. 
Similarly, July 14, 1945 was preceded by three days of civic rejoicing.  
 
The 14th of July today 
 
Today, the festivities of July 14 are as popular as ever. In Paris, the traditional military parade on the Champs-Elysées is 
a meticulously planned spectacle, and dancing and fireworks displays or special illuminations are organized all over the 
country.  
Successive Presidents of the Fifth Republic have modified the day’s events slightly. Restoring the tradition of 
revolutionary Paris, President Giscard d’Estaing re-routed the military parade, marching the troops from the Place de la 
Bastille to the Place de la République.  
 
 
 

D. http://french.about.com/library/weekly/aa071400.htm 
   

           Bastille Day 
The French national holiday celebrates the beginning of the French Revolution 
 
Date: 14 July 
Bastille Day, the French national holiday, commemorates the storming of the 
Bastille, which took place on 14 July 1789 and marked the beginning of the French 
Revolution. The Bastille was a prison and a symbol of the absolute and arbitrary 
power of Louis the 16th's Ancient Regime. By capturing this symbol, the people 
signalled that the king's power was no longer absolute: power should be based on 
the Nation and be limited by a separation of powers. 
Although the Bastille only held seven prisoners at the time of its capture, the 
storming of the prison was a symbol of liberty and the fight against oppression for 
all French citizens; like the Tricolour flag, it symbolized the Republic's three ideals: 
Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity for all French citizens. It marked the end of 
absolute monarchy, the birth of the sovereign Nation, and, eventually, the creation 
of the (First) Republic, in 1792. 

 

Le Tricolore  

The blue, white, and red 
French flag took shape 
during the French 
Revolution. The three 
colours represent the 
Republic's three ideals. 
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Bastille Day was declared the French national holiday on 6 July 1880, on Benjamin 
Raspail's recommendation, when the new Republic was firmly entrenched. Bastille Day 
has such a strong signification for the French because the holiday symbolizes the birth of 
the Republic. As in the US, where the signing of the Declaration of Independence 
signalled the start of the American Revolution, in France the storming of the Bastille began 
the Great Revolution. In both countries, the national holiday thus symbolizes the beginning 
of a new form of government. 

On the one-year anniversary of the fall of the Bastille, delegates from every region of 
France proclaimed their allegiance to a single national community during the Fête de la 
Fédération in Paris - the first time in history that a people had claimed their right to self-
determination.   

   
The French Revolution  

The French Revolution had numerous causes which are greatly simplified and 
summarized here: 
Parliament wanted the king to share his absolute powers with an oligarchic 
parliament.  
Priests and other low-level religious figures wanted more money.  
Nobles also wanted to share some of the king's power.  
The middle class wanted the right to own land and to vote.  
The lower class were hostile toward everyone and farmers were angry about tithes and feudal rights.  
Some historians claim that the revolutionaries were opposed to Catholicism more than to the king or 
the upper classes.  

     

E.  http://www.bry-backmanor.org/holidayfun/bastilleday.html 

 
What is Bastille Day?  
 

 
 

Bastille Day is a National holiday in France. It is very much like Independence Day in 
the United States because it is a celebration of the beginning of a new form of 
government.  
 At one time in France, kings and queens ruled. Many people were very angry with the 
decisions made by the kings and queens. 
 The Bastille was a prison in France that the kings and queens often used to lock up 
the people that did not agree with their decisions. To many, it was a symbol of all the 
bad things done by the kings and queens. So, on July 14, 1789, a large number of 
French citizens gathered together and stormed the Bastille. 
 Just as the people in the United States celebrate the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence as the beginning of the American Revolution, so the people in France 
celebrate the storming of the Bastille as the beginning of the French Revolution. Both 
Revolutions brought great changes. Kings and queens no longer rule. The people rule 
themselves and make their own decisions. 

Etymology - Bastille   

Bastille is an alternate 
spelling of bastide: 
fortification.  

Bastide comes from the 
Provençal word bastida: 
built. 

There is also a verb 
embastiller: to establish 
troops in a prison. 

 Marseillaise   

La Marseillaise was 
written in 1792 and 
declared the French 
national anthem in 
1795. 

Read and listen to 
the words.  

     


