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	In spring 1789
	The Estates General refused to dissolve, transforming itself instead into a constituent National Assembly.


	In July 1789
	King Louis XVI called in fresh troops and dismissed his popular minister, Necker.


	On the morning of July 14th
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	The people of Paris seized weapons from the armoury at the invalids and then marched in the direction of an ancient Royal fortress, the Bastille. After a bloody round of firing, the crowd broke into the Bastille and released the handful of prisoners held there.



	July 14, 1780
	The Fête de la Federation (« Feast of the Federation ») was held, with great pomp the first Anniversary of the insurrection. In Paris, Talleyrand said Mass at the Altar of the Fatherland, on the Champs de Mars.

	On 6 July 1880
	Bastille Day was declared the national French holiday by Benjamin Raspail, when the new Republic was firmly entrenched.


	In 1792 in January
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	Louis XVI was guillotined this year marked too the end of absolutely monarchy, the birth of the sovereign Nation and the creation of the (first) Republic.


